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PROGRAM NOTES & LYRICS

Credo Juhi BANSAL

A secular prayer in time of loss and grief, Credo sets a text by poet
Neil Aitken about finding belief in something greater. Semi-
improvisatory, ornamented, drawing on the style of Arabic church
singing and religious recitations, the song conjures an atmosphere of
faith and spirituality. This piece is a performance excerpt from the
song cycle The Lost Country of Sight.

Credo

Not so much the world, but what it signifies,

last year’s rain still sleeping in the deepest wells,

or cherry trees arched over stone walls. Yearning.

The earth bent around a weathered pine. Old stoves

tipped and sleeping, iron rusting into green. Forgetting.

God is always in the places | cannot reach, be He blackbird

or raven. Even the geese guillotining the sky mean something

to the girl laid down in weeds. Someone is speaking in darkness,

a voice like sorrow, something like tin, the sun, even in sin, even then
| believe.

All night, our prayers rise like dust. Our voices reach like seed for rain.



"Hive" from STAR CHOIR

libretto by Alexandro Segade:

DESCENDENT
telepathy
communicate
through thoughts
no more words

no more bad translation
we have evolved
telepathy

saner generations
to mad parents
adapted developed
telepathy

those humans born
who could survive
those microbes
who could live

in those humans
the lichen's allergy
developed telepathy
the spores share
the pictures

in human minds
across space-time

Malik GAINES

the archivist's memories
the farmer’s skills

the architect’s tools
all sharing telepathy
our bones hollowed
from gravity

our eyes shaped

by its force

our brains inhabited
we've changed to
telepathy

new species

in the same body

live together

all of us

the humans

the microbes
connected by
telepathy

the lichen on the land
fed by rainbow’s water
lit by aurora’s light
telepathy



